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Meeting Name: 
Council Assembly 
 

Report title: 
 

Public Question Time 
 

Ward(s) or groups affected: 
 

All 

From: 
 

Proper Constitutional Officer 
 

 
 
1. QUESTION FROM LES ALDEN TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR 

TRANSPORT, ENVIRONMENT AND RECYCLING 
  
 Following the recent decision to reduce the number of fire stations serving 

Southwark will the cabinet member agree to review the use of traffic calming 
measures on strategic routes in the borough, bearing in mind it is claimed that 
each road hump causes 10 second delay to emergency services?” 

  
 
 
AUDIT TRAIL 
 
Lead Officer Ian Millichap, Constitutional Manager  
Report Author Lesley John, Constitutional Officer 
Version Final 
Dated 25 March 2013 
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Item No. 
2.3 
 

Classification: 
Open 

Date: 
27 March 2013 

Meeting Name: 
Council Assembly 
 

Report title: Deputation Requests on the Theme – Crime and 
Anti-Social Behaviour 
 

Ward(s) or groups affected: All 
 

From: Proper Constitutional Officer 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. That council assembly notes the deputation requests received for consideration 

by this meeting as listed in paragraph 3 of the report. 
 
2. That council assembly considers whether or not to hear a deputation from the 

three groups listed in paragraph 8 of the report. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Deputations received for this meeting 
 
3. The following deputation requests have been received by the deadline for 

consideration by this meeting and they are list in the order received below:  
 

1. St. Giles Trust 
2. Southwark Young Advisors scheme and the Southwark Anti-violence unit 
3. Southwark Youth Council 

 
4. The details for the deputations on the themed debate are set out in this report.  

The details of the other deputation are set out in item 4.   
 
Procedure at the meeting 
 
5. The council assembly procedure rule 2.6 (11) states that no more than three 

deputations shall be considered at any one meeting, and deputations shall be 
considered in the order of receipt.  However the meeting can decide to suspend 
this rule in order to hear more or vary the order. 

 
6. When considering whether to hear the deputation request, council assembly can 

decide: 
 

• to receive the deputation at this meeting or a future meeting; or 
• that the deputation not be received; or 
• to refer the deputation to the most appropriate committee/sub-committee. 

 
7. A deputation shall consist of no more than six people, including its 

spokesperson.  One member of the deputation shall be allowed to address the 
meeting for no longer than 5 minutes.  The deputation spokesperson or any 
member of the deputation nominated by him or her shall be invited to ask a 
question of the leader or relevant cabinet member.  After this time councillors 
may ask questions of the deputation for up to 5 minutes.  At the conclusion of the 
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questions, the deputation will be shown to the public seating area where they 
may listen to the remainder of the open section of the meeting. 

 
KEY ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
Deputation requests on the themed debate 
 
8. The following deputation requests were the first three requests received on the 

theme.  The deputations are listed in order of receipt. 
 

1. Deputation from the St. Giles Trust 
 
The deputation request states: 
 
“The St Giles Trust is a long standing servant to the community in Southwark and 
would like to make a deputation to the March council assembly. 
 
This is a subject where we win many national awards and have very robust 
external evaluations showing we make a marked effect in reducing re-offending 
and by doing so create valuable savings both to the community in terms of less 
victims of crime, but also in these difficult economic times, to the hard pressed 
taxpayer too. 
 
The St Giles Trust, an award winning and long established Southwark based 
charity requests the council recognises and acknowledges valuable work 
undertaken by St Giles and other small and medium sized voluntary 
organisations in reducing reoffending, through direct one to one support and 
requests the council continues to fund, especially in theses austere times, the 
invaluable work they and others do to help keep Southwark safe and make it a 
place where there are fewer victims of crime” 
 
2. Deputation from Southwark Young Advisors Scheme and the 

Southwark Anti-Violence Unit 
 
The deputation request states: 
 
“We would like to outline the following in our deputation: 
 
Please can the council continue the Southwark young advisors scheme and the 
Southwark anti-violence unit. These services make a real difference in the lives 
of young people like me by helping them make positive changes in their lives and 
lifestyle for a better future which in turn has a positive impact on the local 
community.  
 
3. Deputation from Southwark Youth Council 
 
The deputation request states: 
 
“South Youth Council would like to present a deputation at the next council 
assembly.  

 
SYC have pledged as part of their manifesto to work towards addressing fear of 
crime for Southwark young people. They will update the council on their 
achievements to date with regard to this issue in terms of their work with the 
police and they ask the council: what new initiatives are they putting in place to 
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address youth crime and in particular what initiatives are being put in place to 
help young victims of crime rebuild their trust in the system and wider?” 

 
Other deputation requests received by the deadline 

 
9. The other deputation requests received by the deadline are set out in item 4.  
 
 
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 
 
Background Papers Held At Contact 
Deputation Request 
File 

Constitutional Team 
160 Tooley Street, 
London SE1 2QH 
 

Lesley John 
020 7525 7228 

Council Assembly 
Procedure Rule 2.6, 
Southwark Constitution 
 

Constitutional Team 
160 Tooley Street, 
London SE1 2QH 
 

Lesley John 
020 7525 7228 

 
 

AUDIT TRAIL 
 
Lead Officer Ian Millichap, Constitutional Manager 
Report Author Lesley John, Constitutional Officer 
Version Final 
Dated 25 March 2013 
Key Decision? No 
CONSULTATION WITH OTHER OFFICERS / DIRECTORATES / CABINET 
MEMBER 
Title Comments sought Comments included 
Director of Legal Services No No 
Strategic Director Finance & Corporate 
Services 

No No 

Cabinet Member No No 
Date final report sent to Constitutional Team 25 March 2013 
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COUNCIL ASSEMBLY  
27 MARCH 2013 

COMMUNITY VIEWS 

CRIME AND ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
 
From vox pop interviews in Rotherhithe 
 

• I speak very little English, but my husband is fluent and we are raising our child 
here in Rotherhithe. We moved to London one year ago, and though my English 
is improving, I do not feel comfortable to travel to places like Camberwell or 
Peckham, preferring to stay in Bermondsey, Rotherhithe or Surrey Quays, and 
do my shopping in Oxford Street and West London, where it is more 
international. I feel very safe here. 

 
• As an elderly man, I have been attacked several times when out at night, for 

instance coming back from church, and I have had valuables such as camera 
equipment stolen... I have to say it’s not a particular type of person, such as poor, 
or black, who does this. Sometimes I feel they just want to be seen... 

 
• In every area, there has to be enough for young people to do...in this shopping 

centre the table tennis area has been a brilliant idea, to give a sense of focus for 
young people. The government should give more opportunities like to young 
people who have no employment, so they have lost hope and confidence. 

 
• To help prevent anti-social behaviour, I try to interact with young people, but I 

take the risk of being called a paedophile! I try to give advice, as there are some 
young people who talk back to me, and call me “papa”, because they have more 
confidence and are more outgoing. It depends on where they are coming from; 
they may just want to keep in with their peer group. Faith and going to church 
used to be a key feature of giving a sense of right and wrong. 

 
• I came to study at the university here – I feel very safe sticking to the main areas, 

as a young woman. None of my friends have experienced crime or anti-social 
behaviour. My personal response to anti-social behaviour to prevent it is to be 
aware at all times, and keep mobile phones and heavy equipment secure and 
hidden. Keep zips closed and in sight at all times, so people can’t open them and 
steal what’s inside. 

 
• I think that Southwark compares badly against Redhill, where I live. There is a lot 

of crime in and around this shopping centre, but I do see a lot of PCSOs around 
and they’re doing the best that they can. Elsewhere in Southwark seems alright, 
it’s a bit rundown, being so close to the city it should be more developed, but it 
could be worse. To reduce crime and anti-social behaviour, I think that they could 
increase the price of alcohol. 

 
• I’m a year nine student, and I don’t think that Southwark is a safe place for me, 

although it’s not as bad as some places. Sometimes you’re scared to walk the 
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road alone. Most of the time I avoid trouble by just minding my own business. If 
I’m going to a different area, I’ll go with my friend. 

 
• I think that Southwark is a really nice, safe area – I would give it 8 out of 10. I’ve 

grown up in Southwark, and I think that when I was growing up (I’m 34 now) 
there was a lot less to do. Now you have outdoor activities and youth clubs, and 
mentoring when they go wrong. More programs would deter youngsters from 
doing wrong, but I don’t know what I myself could do to stop anti-social 
behaviour. If I had the resources I would help the families. Give the young people 
some confidence and encouragement by giving them some time to listen to them 
as well. 

 
• I would say that Rotherhithe is quite a safe area, from working in the area 1 year, 

and my friend thinks so as well, who lives locally. The people who live here are 
pleasant and of a certain character. To help prevent anti-social behaviour I would 
raise an issue with the police, if I see or hear anything suspicious. Like joining 
Neighbourhood Watch. 

 
From the SE1 Forum: 

 
• I’ve lived in Southwark for 5 ½ years and never felt unsafe in the area. I lived in 

North London prior to that, and again never felt unsafe there but was once 
‘mugged’ late at night, although (it was) partly my own fault having had one too 
many and being a bit naive. 

 
• I am aware of two young girls who work at More London who have been struck in 

the face whilst having their mobiles snatched and of a young man being attacked 
from behind at London Bridge and phone taken. I have stopped someone 
stealing my bike in Bermondsey Street and was threatened. These incidents 
have occurred in the last 3 months.  
 
No it is not safer and most certainly becoming more dangerous and there is 
insufficient Police action to crimes being committed. I have been in the SE1 area 
since 1987 and have noted and experienced a surge in crime over the past 12 – 
months. 

 
• I have just returned home and was informed that there was an attempted mobile 

snatching by two young men on a moped...similar young men on a moped also 
attempted to steal a bicycle in the area earlier in the week. The attempted theft 
was reported but Police unable to attend. I am informed that the culprits were still 
present when (the) telephone call was made. It is this type of inaction that makes 
residents feel unsafe, when Police fail to respond to reported crimes, no matter 
how insignificant they are deemed to be by the Police. 

 
• After reporting the theft of my bicycles, I was informed that an investigating 

officer would contact me, but 9 days have passed and nothing. I searched for 1 -
2 hours every day last week and eventually on Saturday I found one of my bikes 
for sale. I immediately telephoned the Police on 101 and was put through to 
Southwark Police answer phone. I searched and found two Police officers on 
their beat, explained the situation and they accompanied me to the shop and 
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asked the shop owner to remove the bike from the shop floor. I then obtained the 
crime report references and reported the incident to Borough Police Station and 
was informed that the bike would be kept in storage and that the investigating 
officer would contact me. Five days have passed and not a word. I don’t know if 
the bike has been collected from the shop and what action is being taken. So in 
answer to your question I don’t feel safe at all in Southwark and I am very 
concerned for my children and my partner’s safety. 

 
• It strikes me that in just the 5 years I have lived here it has seen a big change in 

more luxury flats, big business spreading south of the river, and more or the 
young professional city type crowd. Perhaps this is encouraging more crime? 

 
• I suspect the change in demographic (luxury flats, big business spreading south 

of the river, more young professionals) has led to more reports of crime being 
made to the Police and to a more vocal population, the increase in gang culture 
among the youth also has a role to play, but that occurs throughout big cities.  

 
• There has always been crime in the area since I’ve been here and back in the 

late 1980s/ early – mid 90s in my experience, it was predominantly car crime, 
burglary and stealing form offices, but I was a always under the impression the 
Police were dealing with it and the culprits would often disappear for 12 months 
or more. It was usually the same old faces. I don’t think the affluence or 
increased number of people living/ working in the area has anything to do with it. 
In my opinion crime is on the increase because (of) a lack of commitment (or 
maybe resources/ manpower) form the Police to deal with it. The criminals 
believe they are untouchable, as currently being witnessed in Tooley Street, 
where the thieves are so brazen they continue to snatch phones on almost a 
daily basis. Others have quite rightly commented that it wouldn’t take much for an 
undercover team to nab the gang. 

 
• I have lived at the Elephant for nearly fourteen years and have never once felt 

unsafe, even after I was burgled. In contrast, I worked in the posh part of Fulham 
and often felt very unsafe. It is all to do with one’s own perceptions and 
experience....give me the scruffy old Elephant any day. No matter whether its day 
or night, there are always loads of people around. 

 
• My car was stolen once and taken for a joyride; I picked it up smashed up and 

covered in fingerprint powder from the police depot. The police caught the guy 
who took the car (he was seen washing it in his estate – an expensive car) but he 
had a very flimsy excuse and wasn’t prosecuted. He was well known as a 
burglar/ car thief.  Apart from that I’ve never felt unsafe walking the streets, but I 
am pretty careful. I think it’s a fairly high crime area in reality. I never see police 
in the streets. 

 
• My perception is that there is an increase in mobile phone thefts because the 

way they are used has changed – more people are walking along the street 
looking at their phones – they are prominently on display whereas before smart 
phones you would keep it in a pocket or bag when not actually taking a phone 
call. Holding it your hand reading the screen means you are not as aware of your 
surroundings and thieves will take advantage of this. 
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• I’ve lived in this area for 5 years and I don’t feel unsafe here. I think crime is a big 

issue all over London, and the proposed closure of the Police Station on Borough 
High Street worries me, along with the reduction of Police Officers on the beat. 
I’m also concerned about the proposed changes to the Neighbourhood Policing 
teams. 
 
With the number an of late night venue on the increase, the area is bound to 
attract an element of undesirables, and there are certain areas I avoid at night, 
such as the Elephant & Castle shopping centre. 
 
Educating people in common sense is one way to prevent them becoming a 
victim of crime. I still see so many people who chat on their mobile phones, so 
engrossed in conversation they’re unaware of what’s going on around them, or 
ladies in bars with their handbags over the back of the chair etc. Add alcohol into 
the equation and people open themselves up to becoming a target fro the 
criminals. No one is ever completely safe, but a bit of common sense and 
awareness can certainly keep you safer. 

 
• It’s easy to become complacent and just make that quick phone call or send that 

quick text whilst out on foot....I don’t think it would hurt for the police and/ or local 
media to draw attention to these facts, running a little campaign to make people a 
little more aware of how much their belongings are actually worth, and how easy 
it is for them to be snatched. I don’t mean a scare-campaign, but an awareness 
campaign....It’s not just a problem in SE1, and is London/ country wide. That 
said, it is a concern for me that our police resources are going to be reduced. As 
a basic example – is the ongoing saga of the mysterious window-smasher 
around here ...if it can’t be solved with the resources that we have (and the 
incredibly astute residents in the area, aiding the police), what will it be like when 
that police resources is slimmed down? Same for the couple of couple of youths 
who seem to be dominating this snatch-and-run spate of phone thefts. 
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Questions from the Public on the Theme – Crime 
and Anti-Social Behaviour 
 

Ward(s) or groups affected: 
 

All 

From: 
 

Proper Constitutional Officer 
 

 
 
1. QUESTION FROM PATRICIA HICKSON TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR 

FINANCE, RESOURCES AND COMMUNITY SAFETY 
  
 As someone who has used the ASB services and who would like to be more 

involved, could you please outline what opportunities you have in place for 
communities to become more involved in tackling ASB and crime in their area? 

  
 
 
AUDIT TRAIL 
 
Lead Officer Ian Millichap, Constitutional Manager  
Report Author Lesley John, Constitutional Officer 
Version Final 
Dated 25 March 2013 
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Item No. 
4. 

Classification: 
Open 

Date: 
27 March 2013 

Meeting Name: 
Council Assembly 
 

Report title: Other Deputation Requests 
 

Ward(s) or groups affected: All 
 

From: Proper Constitutional Officer 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That council assembly considers whether or not to hear a deputation from the 

group listed in paragraph 5 of this report. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
2. The full list of deputation requests received and the order in which they were 

submitted for this meeting is set out in item 2.3.  The council assembly procedure 
rule 2.6 (11) states that no more than three deputations shall be considered at 
any one meeting.  However the meeting can decide to suspend this rule in order 
to hear more or vary the order. 

 
3. When considering whether to hear the deputation request, council assembly can 

decide: 
 

• to receive the deputation at this meeting or a future meeting; or 
• that the deputation not be received; or 
• to refer the deputation to the most appropriate committee/sub-committee. 

 
4. A deputation shall consist of no more than six people, including its 

spokesperson.  One member of the deputation shall be allowed to address the 
meeting for no longer than 5 minutes.  The deputation spokesperson or any 
member of the deputation nominated by him or her shall be invited to ask a 
question of the leader or relevant cabinet member.  After this time councillors 
may ask questions of the deputation for up to 5 minutes.  At the conclusion of the 
questions, the deputation will be shown to the public seating area where they 
may listen to the remainder of the open section of the meeting. 

 
KEY ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION 

 
Other deputation requests 
 
5. The following deputation requests were received on issues other than the subject 

of the themed section of the meeting.   
 

1. Deputation request from Originally Peckham Voluntary Sector Forum 
(PVSF)  “Our Voices, Our Children, Our Future” 

 
The deputation states: 
 
“In October 2011 Peckham Voluntary Sector Forum supported grassroots 
parents to present a deputation to council stating: 
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We are undertaking research coming from a grassroots level addressing the 
issue as to:  
 
“Why is it that African heritage children in particular Caribbean children in 
Southwark are not achieving their full educational attainment level. How is 
Southwark Council going to contribute to the outcomes of the research to ensure 
the mechanisms are in place to support the families? 
 
The research was well received and supported by the council. The research has 
now been completed and a report written. We would now like to present and 
share the outcome and recommendations of this research back to council.” 

 
 
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 
 
Background Papers Held At Contact 
Deputation Request 
File 

Constitutional Team 
160 Tooley Street, 
London SE1 2QH 
 

Lesley John 
020 7525 7228 

Council Assembly 
Procedure Rule 2.6, 
Southwark Constitution 
 

Constitutional Team 
160 Tooley Street, 
London SE1 2QH 
 

Lesley John 
020 7525 7228 

 
 

AUDIT TRAIL 
 
Lead Officer Ian Millichap, Constitutional Manager 
Report Author Lesley John, Constitutional Officer 
Version Final 
Dated 25 March 2013 
Key Decision? No 
CONSULTATION WITH OTHER OFFICERS / DIRECTORATES / CABINET 
MEMBER 
Title Comments sought Comments included 
Director of Legal Services No No 
Strategic Director Finance & Corporate 
Services 

No No 

Cabinet Member No No 
Date final report sent to Constitutional Team 25 March 2013 
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Others  
 
Elizabeth Olive, Audit Commission 
Ground Floor, Tooley Street 
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